
 

 

Audience Feedback on La Tortuga de Darwin/Darwin’s Tortoise 

Review: 44 

Average Rating: 4.45 

 

31-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Very interesting and funny play. I really enjoyed the experience 

________________________________________ 

 

19-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Darling, interesting play, I didn't see the twist at the end coming! What a gift of a part for an older 

woman actress. Gilly Daniels was brilliant as Harriet the Tortoise. Her costume and movements, 

particularly the hands, were so tortoise like. Now that I've seen it in English I'd be prepared to try the 

Spanish version. Will watch out for other plays by Juan Mayorga. My first visit to this new theatre. 

Clear concrete lines and chairs around the walls in the bar upstairs make it rather austere for waiting 

in. Staff very friendly and helpful. Just one thing, they don't want you to step on the stage boards 

which are at the same level as the first row of seats so good idea to put a notice up BEFORE we go 

into the theatre. It is too late to tell us once in. Some audience members stood confused on the 

stage not understanding what was being asked of them. 

________________________________________ 

16-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

I saw yesterday La Tortuga de Darwin (Spanish Version). It was spellbinding. Absolutely good 

performance. I believe there is an English version as well. 

________________________________________ 

 

13-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

What an astonishingly amusing and clever play, beautifully acted by all concerned! 

________________________________________ 

Anonymous   13-Mar-2017 Rated :     5  

The lead actress was amazing. Absolutely word perfect. The whole cast was very talented. The staff 

are very friendly and welcoming. I really enjoy visiting this Theatre. 



________________________________________ 

12-Mar-2017 Rated :    3 

All 3 stars for Gilly Daniels performance as Darwins tortoise - clearly a very skilled actor . I felt the 

overall production had perhaps lost something in translation to English - if anyone speaks both 

Spanish and English - it would be very interesting to compare productions. It could do with some 

staging - logistical fine tuning. Both the company and Cervantes theatre are Very new - still bedding 

in . Very welcoming staff - fantastic to have Spanish speaking productions in london - I look forward 

to seeing further translations from Spanish - allowing us non Spanish speakers access to works that 

will be new to us. 

________________________________________ 

12-Mar-2017 Rated :    3 

The greed and selfishness of humans explored in a different way through the character of the 

human/non-human Harriet. Gilly Daniels gives a tour-de-force performance in this role, which 

outshines the other three actors. I wonder if the two men would have done better in the opposite 

roles, with the tone-deaf Philip Nightingale playing the Doctor instead of the Professor. (Note to the 

Doctor: if you are going to use medical equipment - syringe, etc. - make sure you know what you are 

doing). Likewise, Patrick McHugh's greedy, flamboyant interpretation might have succeeded better 

in the role of the Professor, giving Becky Black's character Beti more validity. As it is, Beti's 

motivation takes a while to reveal itself. 

________________________________________ 

12-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

An excellent Spanish to English translation of a thoroughly engaging play that brings to our attention 

the exploitation of the most vulnerable in society, especially by those in positions of responsibility 

and power and makes us question the version of history that we are taught. All cast members give a 

superb performance - but, Harriet the tortoise especially shines. A comfortable and intimate theatre 

and welcoming staff added to our enjoyment. 

________________________________________ 

11-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

A very interesting new play that encompasses a huge sweep of history (and a bit of science and 

politics) in a witty and original way. Harriet the tortoise is wonderful and played in a very restrained 

but expressive way. The other characters however felt 2-dimensional, particularly the medic. The 

husband and wife relationship also felt weak - rather dated for a modern play. But the tortoise is the 

star and makes up for those shortcomings. A lovely venue too - I look forward to seeing other 

productions here. 

________________________________________ 

11-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Very interesting play. Great acting by the leading lady. Theater very nice - cosy. Would recommend. 

________________________________________ 

10-Mar-2017 Rated :    5   



Had a great night at the Cervantes Theatre! What a great venue! So friendly and brilliantly located. 

'Darwin's Tortoise' is a play with an intriguing concept: an evolved tortoise approaches a historian of 

the modern world to correct his mistakes because she was there and she knows. That's one side of 

the story and, as a historian myself, one I too can get as excited about as did the historian in the 

play. But there is another side, one of human and animal morality. I'll say no more... See this play! 

________________________________________ 

10-Mar-2017 Rated :     5  

My second visit to this venue and it's grown on me. The noise of the trains above adds to the 

atmosphere. The play was wonderful and the acting superb .Not to miss . I liked Henriette , the 

tortoise. Well written play and thought provoking story line. Will try to see it in Spanish next . 

________________________________________ 

10-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

Excellent play, the script and the main actress are excellent. 

________________________________________ 

10-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

A very good two act production performed wonderfully by the strong cast of four. A lovely set where 

the audience can sit on three sides, thus being involved in this play. A Spanish play being shown in 

English for the first time. This has translated very well as the play paced beautifully leading to friction 

between the history professor and the Doctor. 

________________________________________ 

9-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

Simply fantastic, exhilarating : the story the scenery the actors especially Gledys Ibarra. I recommend 

it.It was a wonderful experience. Nice theatre nice location . 

________________________________________ 

9-Mar-2017 Rated :    4  

A thoroughly engaging comedy drama. The thought-provoking theme is explored in an ingenious 

way and the ending is surprising and satisfying. Gledys Ibarra is fabulous as Harriet! 

________________________________________ 

9-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

A very enjoyable evening, wonderful performances from all of the cast, but Gledys Ibarra (Harriet) 

was mesmerising. I would (and have) recommended to friends and look forward to seeing more at 

the Cervantes Theatre. La Tortuga de Darwin deserves a bigger audience. I wonder if the producers 

have contacted all the London Borough schools that do Spanish A level and the Spanish 

Depts/Hispanic Societies at the Universities? It would make a great field trip. 

________________________________________ 

 



8-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

Very amusing clever and philosophical - wonderful performan ce by the tortoise. We loved it. 

________________________________________ 

6-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

A very interesting, intriguing and endearing play in English, giving one lots to think about theme 

wise. It was masterfully played by the actors, I particularly enjoyed Harriette, who was tortoise like 

with her head down also keeping her fingers together to resemble the paddle paws of a turtle, 

subtle but telling nuances, Herodotus presence adding to this. Congratulations to all. A lovely 

comfortable theatre. 

________________________________________ 

5-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Genuine theatrical magic as the elegant Gilly Daniels, backed by an excellent supporting cast, 

instantly persuades us via facial expressions and body language that she's a human tortoise. Juan 

Mayorga's surrealistic play seems to take the view that evolution is a mixed blessing if humankind is 

the result - however a potentially depressing agenda is put across in an entertaining way and the 

evening has a very satisfying (and very black) ending. Very comfortable and welcoming venue with 

lovely front-of-house staff. 

________________________________________ 

5-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

Absolutely amazing!, me and my family had a very Historical evening, the performance we are fully 

Recommended as our 9 years old boy enjoyed. 

________________________________________ 

 5-Mar-2017 Rated :    3 

Darwin's Tortoise promises us a unique vantage point on history - from someone who has lived 

through it all, from ankle-height. This promising perspective is largely unused; instead the narrative 

provides a fairly standard potted history of major European events, narrated by a 200 year-old 

tortoise who, by unlikely happenstance, was present at them. Farcically, the tortoise has (in a 

puzzling misinterpretation of Darwinian evolution) evolved within her lifetime to become quite 

human. The second half of the play walks a fairly well-trodden tale of "man's inhumanity to man (or 

beast)", from Spielberg's ET. The cast, direction and premise were good, so it's a shame they were 

not used to provide a fresher insight on what history tells us it means to be human. 

________________________________________ 

5-Mar-2017 Rated :    5   

For afficionados of things historical, Darwin's Tortoise would brighten up your factual knowledge 

with an imaginative and humerous bent all witnessed through the eyes of Harriet, a tortoise of 200 

yrs evolving to a standing position at around 130 !! Joyfully entertaining, expertly delivered and as 

noted in another review, the audience would have also have been upstanding in appreciation for the 

cast if they'd came out for a much anticipated and deserved encore! What a gorgeous space, venue 



and location crafted in and around the railway arches of the escaping Blackfriers trains. Excellent 

dining and entertainment options around. What a crackin evening. 

________________________________________ 

4-Mar-2017 Rated :     5  

Suspend disbelief and have a wonderful evening ........fantastic performance from the whole cast, 

but particularly from Gilly Daniels...fabulous fun. 

________________________________________ 

4-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Interesting play with many surprises and a real hamster! THe coast we all excellent, especially the 

actress playing the tortoise. She was never off the stage and it was a huge part. I had not been to 

this theatre before. It is small and intimate and the staff were friendly. I would recommend this play. 

________________________________________ 

4-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

What a great find - both the play and the theatre ! I believe this is only the second play to be 

performed in this new venue. It's a very comfortable auditorium for the audience - perhaps more of 

a trial to act in ? Entrances and exits have to be carefully thought out, and planned for by the 

director. There is the occasional noise of a passing train - this did not jar in this production, though it 

might in some. But the play is a delight. As others have said, the translation must have been very 

well done - the English language sits naturally on it. And it's message is international. The whole 

premise is incredibly quirky, and yet - it works! Gilly Daniels gives a very fine performance in the 

lead, in a part which, (in this theatre at least), makes quite a few physical demands as well as mental. 

There is a lot to think about in this play, and it leaves resonances. There is a very satisfactory 

"Darwinian" twist right at the end. Last night the highly enthusiastic audience were applauding for 

several minutes after the cast had left, hoping to see a second bow. Catch this play while you can. 

The Cervantes has such friendly staff, and is a highly unusual space - a great addition to London's 

theatre scene. This precise area was unknown to me - there are a great selection of bars and 

restaurants in the same alleyway. Many thanks, Cervantes ! 

4-Mar-2017 Rated :      5 

Darwin's Tortoise is a beautifully written play with an original way of retelling some of the most 

striking historical facts of the last two centuries. It also focuses on the selfiness of human behaviours 

when it comes to ambition and career success. You feel sad for the tortoise and hope she can get a 

way back to her home in Galapagos. Very well acted by all 4 actors who give believable performance 

of a dedicated historical professor obsessed with publications, his depressed and neglected wife and 

an ambitious doctor with a clear lack of ethics towards his patients. But a special mention goes to 

the lady playing Harriet who gives an impressive performance full of mannerisms that make you feel 

that she is in fact a tortoise! This show deserves a full house. Go and see it before it goes! 

________________________________________ 

 3-Mar-2017 Rated :     4 

Attended the English version tonight. When I was told that it would last 2 hours, I thought that 

sounded longish, however, actually, the play was so interesting, did not notice the time at all. It is 



fascinating and imaginative play which I enjoyed enormously. I was particularly impressed with the 

performance of Gilly Daniels who played the tortoise. 

________________________________________ 

3-Mar-2017 Rated :    5   

We really enjoyed this play and would heartily recommend it to anyone. The performances from the 

cast of four were excellent particularly that of Gilly Daniels who, from the beginning, made her 

unusual character (Darwin's 'exponentially evolved' Tortoise) both real and believable. The theatre, 

built in a railway arch, was bright and welcoming as were the helpful and friendly staff. A lovely 

atmosphere and a great evening. 

________________________________________ 

3-Mar-2017 Rated :    4  

I can't add to what has been said about the play, the acting or the venue - all were wonderful. And 

applause to the translator - there was nothing jarring or clunky in the lines to suggest that this was a 

translation. Great to see modern European drama being performed in London. The Cervantes is a 

space to watch. 

________________________________________ 

2-Mar-2017 Rated :  5     

Absolutely worth five stars. A fascinating piece, revealing of human nature. Staggeringly good 

performance by "the tortoise. 

 

27-Feb-2017 Rated :    5   

Very enjoyable play, I thought the actress playing Harriet was particularly good. I was able to 

understand 90-95% of the Spanish (not native speaker, although studied for a few years). I would 

happily go again - intrigued to see the English version too. 

________________________________________ 

 

27-Feb-2017 Rated :      5 

What a play ! Very intriguing and strange , ethereal character of Harriet both an old lady and 

Darwin's tortoise . The play works brilliantly in English and is very well written by a Spanish 

playwright I had not heard of before . Really terrific . Great acting from all the cast; all the characters 

are complex, difficult and challenged by themselves and where they are . There are many dilemmas 

in this play, what it is to be human, moral and many other things, and one of the best explorations of 

memory I have seen anywhere film or theatre . I was enthralled from the get go with this one ! As I 

say a lovely cast, really committed and also it's quite funny in places with almost a British sensibility, 

for a Spanish piece, the humour when it appears is dry and quite reserved. Cervantes theatre a joy to 

visit , lovely space and really friendly people at the theatre. Really interesting and stimulating 

theatre, highly recommend to you if you have the chance to attend . 

________________________________________ 



26-Feb-2017 Rated :    4  

great acting and interesting story line. truly enjoyable! 

________________________________________ 

 

26-Feb-2017 Rated :     5  

Me and my 9 and 11 yrs old have really enjoyed the play. I wouldnt suggest any younger kiddo. Well 

written and performed in a very friendly spanish environment. 

________________________________________ 

25-Feb-2017 Rated :      5 

Absolutely fascinating and especially for the performance of JILLY DANIELS as the Tortoise, she was 

extraordinary with her mannerisms and personification of this ancient animal, totally believable and 

funny and charming, devilish and cross and a thrill to watch. The play is beautifully written and 

translated from Spanish, it's quirky and the other actors form a great team involved in selfish 

exploitation - what is real and what is not! The Cervantes Theatre is a brand new space, well 

designed and sympathetically run by very cheerful staff, theatre is downstairs and the bar is upstairs, 

it is two doors on from the Union Theatre. A Very satisfying experience. 

________________________________________ 

25-Feb-2017 Rated :     4 

Good theatre space, comfy chairs, helpful staff and a couple of upper end restaurants (with prices to 

match) in Union Yard if you need to eat before the play. Onto the play. Four stars for the idea. The 

tortoise actress did a good job with the amount of lines she has to remember. Loved the 'wonders' 

that the tortoise saw humans creating, I think we sometimes forget them. The other three 

characters did a great job of exemplifying how far humans have not evolved. On the night we went, 

the production was little clunky (which I felt added to the charm), the interaction between the 

actors a little mistimed and it was not clear that it was half time (and the technician's on the desk 

were playing a radio?). Over all, a nice production trying out something new, which is always to be 

applauded. 

________________________________________ 

25-Feb-2017 Rated :     4 

Very creative plot. The acting was superb. The actress who plays Harriette is just divine. The venue is 

new and cosy and the staff is super friendly. Highly recommended! 

________________________________________ 

25-Feb-2017 Rated :      5 

It was so brilliant that I am thinking of going again! The actors were fantastic: credible and 

convincing in their roles. We enjoyed every minute of the play, it was pure genius. The venue was 

very interesting: brand new, spotless clean, simple and chic I would say. It was my first time at the 

Cervantes and for sure it will not be my last. Thank you! 

________________________________________ 



25-Feb-2017 Rated :      5 

An unexpected gem of a play. Most unusual tale which could have been mawkish, but not so in this 

case. Good acting, especially by Gilly Daniels who was marvellous as Harriet. Thoroughly enjoyable, 

with lots of humour, some sadness and an all important twist! Highly recommended. 

________________________________________ 

25-Feb-2017 Rated :     4 

Wow, what an excellent company. Lively play that traversed two hundred years of history in less 

than two hours. Such an exciting concept of evolution, wish it were possible- maybe it is! 

Recommend this play. 

________________________________________ 

24-Feb-2017 Rated :     5  

I had not heard of this play and was intrigued by the premise. The story is pleasantly intriguing and 

offers a fine cast and acting. The central figure is of course Darwin's Tortoise and here Gillian Daniels 

gives a sterling character performance that should probably be shortlisted for an award. A joy to 

watch. 

________________________________________ 

24-Feb-2017 Rated :      5 

An absolute delight. A witty, thought provoking play that could end up being rather mawkish in the 

wrong hands. However, that is not the case here. A simple set with a fast pace (ironic for a tortoise) 

made this a really enjoyable production. The four-handed cast was good but the central character 

was simply brilliant. There was no programme so I did not get the lead actor's name but she was 

absolutely excellent. I would strongly urge you to go if you get the chance. Imagine Earthly Powers 

doubled in scale but with a tortoise! 

________________________________________ 

24-Feb-2017 Rated :     4 

A very original and interesting idea for a play, a good balance between serious and light hearted 

content. The main actress was excellent. Worth seeing, lovely new venue. 

 

  

 

 


